
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 	
      

Lesson 4: Evaluating the Children’s Ministry

Purpose Statement: 

To provide Christian leaders with criteria for measuring the effectiveness of the 
Children’s Ministry. 

Introduction:

Evaluation should not be viewed as a negative, fault-finding exercise; rather it should be seen 
as a beneficial, information-gathering process that helps you to build on your ministry’s 
strengths and to discover what aspects of your program need to be changed.

I. When to evaluate

At least once a year schedule a time evaluate the overall effectiveness of the Children’s 
Ministry.

II. Who will evaluate?

A variety of people will have different perspectives and be able to critique certain aspects of 
the ministry.  The more people you get to evaluate the ministry, the more information you 
will have.

A. Parents  

Ask general questions like, “If you could change one thing about our Children’s 
Ministry, what would it be?” and “Does your child look forward to coming to church?  
Why or why not?”

B. Children 

Ask them to complete statements like the following:
“The thing I enjoy most at church is ___.”
“I don’t like it when ___.”

C.  Teachers 

Teachers can evaluate themselves, the training sessions, and curricula.

D.  Church Leaders 
They can evaluate from a broader perspective, viewing the Children’s Ministry as one 
part of the entire church.



E. The Children’s Ministry Leader 

The Children’s Ministry Leader should personally evaluate all of the areas listed 
below.

III.  What areas need to be evaluated?

A.  Curricula 

•	
 Is the curriculum based on the Bible?
•	
 Is the curriculum planned ahead so that the children build knowledge of the entire 

Bible instead of repeating lessons and stories?
•	
 Does each lesson have a single objective?
•	
 Do lessons stress applying Scripture to the child’s daily life?

B. Organization and programs

•	
 Does the ministry offer a balance of Bible teaching, worship, fellowship, and 
service opportunities?

•	
 Are children divided into age-level groups of no more than a two- or three-year 
span?

•	
 Do we provide a variety of activities?
•	
 Do our programs meet the needs of our church and community?
•	
 Do newcomers feel welcome and comfortable?
•	
 Do children have opportunities to build friendships with adults and peers?

C. Facilities

•	
 Is the children’s facility safe and secure?
•	
 Does the facility have enough floor space for children to move around?
•	
 Are furnishings sized so that children are able to reach their work at the tables, 

toys on shelves, etc.?
•	
 Do we have space to display children’s artwork?

D. Teacher recruitment and training

•	
 How many workers are currently needed?
•	
 In the last six months, how many people accepted a position in the 
Children’s Ministry?
•	
 Do we maintain an acceptable student-teacher ratio in each classroom?
•	
 Is there a written job description for teachers?
•	
 Is every recruit given pre-service training?
•	
 Does the training seminar provide all the information the teacher needs?

E. Teachers



•	
 Does the teacher have classroom rules which are communicated to the children?
•	
 Does the teacher spend adequate time in preparation for each lesson?
•	
 Does every activity in the lesson support the learning objective provided?
•	
 Does the teacher take specific steps to get to know the students and their parents?
•	
 Does the teacher take the proper steps when disciplining a child is necessary? 
•	
 Is the teacher able to control the class?
•	
 Does the teacher understand the abilities and interests of the age-level children 

that he/she teaches?
•	
 Do the lessons involve the learners?

IV. What should be done with the information?

A. Rejoice in your successes.  

Be encouraged by the strong points of your ministry.  Think of additional ways to 
share these strengths with the children.

B. Choose one or two areas to work on improving. 



APPENDIX  -- Knowing the Learner: Lessons on Child Development 

Lesson 1:  Cultivating the Ground:  The Fertile Soil

A child between the ages of two and three years is a toddler.

I.  Steps to Take to Prepare for Teaching Toddlers.

Children learn more by example than from a class. You, the teacher are the walking lesson 
that these children will follow.  Your purpose is to be a living example of who Christ is.  As 
children grow older, they will begin to compare everything they’ve learned with what you 
live.  Prepare for the task God has given you by:  reading and meditating on God’s Word, 
praying, living by God’s commandments, and loving the children and seeing them as God 
sees them.

II.  The Mental, Spiritual, Physical, and Social Development of Toddlers.

God has given you the privilege of beginning the process of teaching these children.  You 
lay the foundation for the teachers who follow you in the years to come.  In order to prepare 
the ground which will produce Christian character, you must understand how a toddler 
develops.  You will then know what this group is able to comprehend.

Each child is different and needs to be treated as a unique individual.  Watch them, get to 
know them, love them, and teach them.  Children will remember our actions long after our 
words have faded.  A lesson may soon be forgotten; a loving smile, as well as an angry 
word, will be remembered for a lifetime.

A.  Mental Development

1.  Toddlers cannot understand abstract words and concepts.

Toddlers have a very small vocabulary.  The words they know well are those words 
they use continuously.  Be sure you use very basic, concrete words. Anything else 
may confuse or frustrate them.

Example:  
Little Linda was confused how Jesus would actually breathe if He came 
to “live within her heart.”

Use stories and songs to illustrate words that toddlers may have trouble 
understanding.  Stories give concreteness to words by allowing the toddler to see 
what you are saying.

Example:
“Boys and girls, Jesus loves you.  He loves you so much that He died on the 
cross.  Do you know why He died on the cross?”  (allow the children to respond 



-- check their understanding by asking questions)  Jesus died on the cross to free 
you and me from sin.  What is sin?  Jesus can help you say no to sin.  Jesus 
loves you and me.”  (Sing a song the children know that illustrates this 
love . . .”Jesus Loves Me,” “Jesus Loves the Little Children of the World,” or 
“Oh, How I Love Jesus.”)

What is right about this example?
* The child can associate the word “love” with a feeling.
* You’ve made the Bible the source of your claim.
* The child is not left with a vague meaning of “sin” -- remember to ask 

questions so you know the child understands.
* You’ve presented the basis for understanding salvation.  Understanding 

begins with the knowledge of what Christ did for us.
* Most importantly, you’ve left the work up to the Holy Spirit, not to the 

pressure of the other children.

2.  Toddlers remember every word, attitude, and action.  Many of these things will 
become the foundation for their lives.  Many of us still have trouble overcoming 
things that were said to us when we were children.  Remember Paul’s command:

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen 
(Ephesians 4:29).

Be mindful of your words, for they have the power to shape lives.

B.  Physical Development

1.  Toddlers are explorative.

They are fun and full of energy.  Because they are just beginning to see life and 
understand it, they want to explore their world.  Use games, color, and excitement to 
keep their attention.  It is not wrong to use “play time” as part of your lesson.  Children 
do not need to be quietly listening to a teacher to learn.  These children are not ready for 
that yet.  They want to see, touch, smell, live. 

2.  Toddlers have short attention spans.  Don’t ask them to sit for long periods working 
on projects.  If toddlers are bored, they may misbehave.
 
3.  Toddlers need to use large muscle groups (arms, legs, body).

Encourage them to participate in activities which use their large muscle groups, such as:
* Songs which encourage children to use their body in the motions.
* Games that allow the children to move around the room.
* Short story times which allow the children to participate.
* Nature walks. 



4.  Toddlers have limited use of small muscles (fingers and hands).

Use the following activities sparingly: cutting, coloring, pasting, drawing, and painting.

5.  The toddler wants to be independent.  He will say, “I want to do it myself.”

6.  Toddlers want to help.  Let them help you set the table, clean up toys, or arrange the 
chairs for the Bible story.  Always say “thank you” when a toddler helps.

C. Social Development

Socially the toddler has yet to discover “others” -- they are just beginning to discover 
“self.”  You may find sharing to be a problem with this age group.  Take every 
opportunity to teach the concept of sharing.

 A child will learn most of her character traits within the first three years of life.  Take 
every opportunity to demonstrate moral and spiritual values that will last a lifetime.

D. Spiritual Development

1. Toddlers can understand what God has done for them.

When a child raises his hand and proudly announces “Mommy bought me new shoes,” 
don’t miss the opportunity to thank God for giving Mommy and Daddy the provisions 
Johnny needs.

2. Toddlers find their environment exciting

Share God, the Creator, with these children.  When Mary comes to you and tells you 
about the butterfly she caught, take the opportunity to explain that God created all of 
nature for us to enjoy.

3. Toddlers can understand God’s love

When Michael comes to you and sadly explains he was “naughty before church,” take 
the opportunity to tell him Mommy and Daddy still love him and so does God.
	


III.  Concepts/Doctrines of Faith Toddlers Can Understand

A. The Church

The toddler is able to understand simple statements about the church.  Tell the toddler that 
God gave the church so Christians would be able to worship together.  Be careful about the 
wording you use.  Avoid such phrases as House of God, House of the Lord, and God’s 
House.  Remember the concrete thinking of a 2- or 3-year-old.  The child might wonder 



where God sleeps or where God eats.  These are things associated with the child’s home; so 
the child naturally attributes them to God’s home.  Instead of trying to explain the difference 
between their home and God’s home, simply explain what the church is and what its 
function is:

* The church is where we learn about God.
* The church is where we praise God.
* The church is where Christians worship together.

B. Prayer

1.  As an adult Christian, you know it takes years to begin to understand the meaning of 
prayer.  Prayer is something we learn about every day by living and depending on God.  
By the age of 2, however, a child can easily gain a basic understanding of what prayer is:

* Talking to God.
* Thanking God.
* Praising God.
* Asking God to meet needs.
* Asking God for healing.

2. The best way for toddlers to understand prayer is by seeing prayer modeled.  Make 
prayer an important part of your Sunday School room.  Open your class by thanking God 
for each child (if your class size permits) or by thanking God for allowing you to share 
time with the children.  

3.  Encourage the children to pray.  If a child comes to you with a need, take the time to 
pray with him. When the children see your faith in prayer, it will strengthen theirs.  

C. The Bible

1. The most obvious way to show your love for the Bible is in the way you treat it. Let 
the children see you handle your Bible with care. This teaches them to respect the 
precious Word of God.  

2. Show children that the Bible is a tool for living, not just a book of fantastic stories. 
Use Bible stories to help toddlers visualize the concept you are teaching:

* The story of the Good Samaritan shows kindness.
* The story of the Widow’s Mite shows giving.
* The story of Abraham and Sarah shows faith.
* The story of creation shows God’s power.

3. Use every day occurrences as an opportunity to share the Bible.  The children will 
want to hear special stories that meet the needs they are facing at that time.  

D. God

Even at this early age, children can understand simple truths about God:



* God loves them.
* God created them.
* God has a special place for them.
* God sent Jesus because He loves them.
* God is holy.
* God hears them when they pray.

E. Jesus Christ

The concept of Jesus being God’s Son is a problem for some toddlers.  Many 2- and 3-year-
olds confuse Jesus and God, using the names interchangeably.  Toddlers do not see Jesus and 
God as two in one, but simply one.  Be careful as you attempt to distinguish Jesus from God 
that you do not create two separate gods in the child’s mind.  We serve one, and only one, 
God.  Time will clear up the misconception.  The following are some simple truths toddlers 
can understand:

* Jesus was a special little baby.
* Jesus came because He loved us.
* Jesus was sent by God.
* Jesus died and rose from the dead.
* Jesus lives in Heaven.
* Jesus did miracles.
* Jesus wants us to obey Him.

F. Salvation

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”  (Matthew 19:14). 

Many times churches overlook toddlers, keeping 2- and 3-year-olds in the nursery.  It is a 
mistake to view teaching toddlers as a form of “baby-sitting.”  Toddlers have hearts and 
minds that are open to the gospel.  After only a few weeks, you will find toddlers retelling 
stories and singing songs they have learned in your classroom.  Have faith that what you are 
teaching them will be used by the Holy Spirit.  As they grow older, they will eventually be 
capable of understanding the salvation message.



Lesson 2: Planting the Seed:  The Years of Growth

A child between the ages of three to five years is a preschooler.

I.  Mental Development

A. Teach through examples.

To teach preschoolers the concept of giving, it is better to tell a story of the widow’s mite 
than to ask them to tell you what giving is.  To help them grasp the concept of giving even 
better, give them practical ways to share in their lives.

B. Preschoolers are still very concrete thinkers.

They take things you say literally, so be careful in your choice of words.  Much of the 
symbolism used in Christianity is very confusing to children.  Consider this before you use 
an unfamiliar term.

C. Be sure the children understand before moving on. In each lesson, repeat songs and 
stories several times, and take time to explain new terms. Ask questions. Don’t go any 
further until your preschoolers can answer questions that prove their understanding.

D. The attention span of a preschooler is limited, so keep each story and activity short.

II.  Physical Development
  

A. Preschoolers have an immeasurable amount of energy.  This energy is necessary for their 
growth, but it can be difficult to harness. Give preschoolers time to move around. Try to 
incorporate their energy into your lesson.  Use it to work for you instead of against you:

* Use songs, games, or stories with movement.
* Have them stand and sit when certain words are spoken.
* Think of a part for each child to play.

B. Keep in mind this age group has much better control over their large muscles than they 
do small muscles.  Use cutting, pasting, and coloring activities sparingly. 

III.  Social Development

A. Preschoolers are beginning to understand how to help others.

They are still very self-centered, but this doesn’t mean they don’t know how to share. 
Encourage preschoolers to share, take turns, and give.

B. The preschooler wants your approval and attention.  



Be sure to give every child in your class love and affection; this includes the quiet, 
cooperative child as well as the one who demands your time and attention. Make your 
preschoolers feel important by:  giving approval when it is deserved, giving compliments 
(this will ensure the action will be repeated), looking into their eyes when you speak to 
them, smiling, and  addressing them by name.

IV.  Spiritual Development

At this age children do not understand the concept of a “sin nature.”  For them, right and 
wrong is based on the idea of punishment.  They need someone to tell them what is right and 
wrong.  Preschoolers simply do what they feel like doing.  They cannot evaluate the 
motivation behind the action.  Take this into consideration when you need to discipline a 
child.  When Susie grabs a toy from Kevin, she probably didn’t mean to make him cry; she 
simply wants the toy.

* Take these opportunities to show how important sharing is.
* Give Biblical examples of sharing.
* Apply examples to the children.

V. Concepts and Doctrines Preschoolers Can Understand.

A. God’s Creation

Introduce the children to God through the things they can see, feel, and smell.  The story of 
creation is a wonderful way to show the glory and power of God. Perhaps you can ask 
children to tell about their pets.  This is a perfect lead into the story of creation.

B. Jesus Christ

As with toddlers, be careful not to give the misconception that Jesus and God are two 
separate gods.  The Bible is full of examples you can use to introduce these children to 
Christ.  Preschoolers can understand:

* Jesus is the Son of God.
* Jesus was a very special baby.
* Jesus came to save the world from sin.
* Jesus loves them.

C. Sin

You can lead preschoolers to a knowledge of sin.  Although they don’t understand the 
motivations behind their actions, you can begin to show them what sin is by using 
illustrations from the Bible.  Take the opportunities you see in your classroom to explain 
wrongdoing.  You can teach them that Jesus can give them freedom from sin.

Stories which illustrate sin:
* The prodigal son (greed, disobedience).
* Adam and Eve (disobedience, lying).



* Cain and Abel (anger, murder).
* Jonah (disobedience, anger, selfishness)

D. The Bible

Preschoolers realize the Bible is the Word of God. They also understand that the Bible will 
tell us what we need to do.  It is important to show that the Bible is useful in our everyday 
lives. When a child comes to you with a problem or concern, say, “you know the Bible 
says . . .” It is important to teach a love and respect for the Scriptures at this age.  Teach 
them to treat their Bibles with respect if they bring them to church.

* Use Bible verses with simple, easily-remembered words.
* Repeat verses.
* Encourage simple Scripture memory.

E. Prayer

Preschoolers understand that prayer is talking to God. Their prayers are very simple.  They 
may include things such as, “Help my puppy not to be naughty anymore.” Some prayers will 
be relatively selfish, not because the child is unconcerned about others, but because he is 
most aware of his own needs. 

* Be patient when children want to pray.
* Don’t hinder their desire to pray.
* Listen to their needs.
* Encourage prayer in your classroom.

F. Salvation

You cannot push a child to understand a concept he is not yet mentally or spiritually mature 
enough to understand. These years are years of learning and growing.  You will find that 
some preschoolers who are raised in Christian homes understand the concept of salvation 
much sooner than many children. The foundation is what is most important in these years. 
When children come to understand the love of God and the price Christ paid for them, they 
will accept salvation.  



Lesson 3: Reaping the Harvest:  The Years of Change

A child between the ages of six and nine years is a primary child.

Introduction:

These are the “years of change” for the primary child. Primaries are physically, mentally, 
socially, and spiritually beginning to grow and develop. For the first time in their lives, their 
world is beginning to be more than just a “place” -- it is beginning to hold special meaning to 
them. As a teacher, you can take advantage of this special change.  Primaries have a desire to 
know and understand. This is the perfect time to strengthen the foundation laid in previous years.

I.  Mental Development

The teacher of children between the ages of six and nine years faces a large gap of 
development.  In these three years the child is changing and growing rapidly.  The mental 
development of the first grader is not like that of the third grader.

A. First grade

At this point children are very active mentally. They have an intense desire to learn, 
know, and understand. Be patient with their questions. Remember that DOING is very 
important to the first grader. Use activities that allow them to do things, show ways to 
apply the lesson, and  allow the children to participate.

B. Second grade

Second graders also need to be involved in the lesson. Primaries still think in concrete 
terms. Be sure to be direct in what you are teaching. Ask questions they can understand 
and answer.  These children are beginning to relate things they are learning to their own 
lives, so make your lesson applicable to the second graders’ lives. Allow them to share 
how they feel about the things they are learning. The most important thing you can do is 
listen to them. They want to understand, but they also want to be understood.
Learning as much as they can, trying new things, and knowing “why” are important to 
second graders:

C. Third grade

The key to teaching third graders is variety. They don’t like things to be always the 
same. They are learning many things in school, and they want to share their knowledge. 
They are probably pleased with their increased ability to read.  They also want to know 
about plants, space, water, and birds. Keep this in mind when you plan your lessons. 
Also, they know their country is only one of many. They wonder about the people in 
other lands.  

* Allow them to read to you.
* Keep them actively involved.



* Demonstrate the needs of others.
* Teach them about missions.

II.  Physical Development

A. First grade

1. First graders are still, for the most part, small in stature. It is important to keep this in 
mind since you will also be dealing with the third grader who is growing at a faster pace. 
It is important that you not overlook the needs of the smaller children when you are 
teaching.  

2. Right now first graders want to move! Don’t expect them to sit quietly and patiently 
for the entire Sunday School hour. Keep their attention by: using imaginative stories, 
keeping them involved, asking them questions, and being aware of their physical needs.

B. Second grade

Second graders are beginning to use their small muscles more than before. They will be 
interested in cutting, pasting, drawing, and painting. However, don’t expect them to be 
interested in these activities for long periods of time. They are still very active children.
Keep second graders involved by:

* Asking them to act out a Bible story.
* Asking them questions about the lesson.
* Asking them to role play or read parts of the story.
* Applying the lesson to daily life.

C. Third grade

Third graders are beginning to understand rules. They are no longer intimidated by 
restrictions placed on activities -- you may even find they like to stay within the bounds 
of a game. They enjoy having control over their muscles and like activities which 
encourage them to move around. Try activities such as: placing objects on the felt board, 
acting out Bible stories, writing on the chalk board, and repeating Scripture.

III.  Social Development

1. When a child interacts with others at school, he begins to realize he is not the only child 
around.  The desire to “belong” to a group begins to form. This sometimes causes trouble 
among the children. Much of the aggressive behaviors expressed during these years are 
simply poor attempts at making friends. When children play they may unintentionally hurt 
one another. Be discreet in your discipline during these times. What happened may have 
been a misinterpreted gesture.  Handle behavior problems by asking the child:

* To help you with a project
* To move to another part of the room
* To choose another toy



* To choose another activity
* To move to another seat. Surprisingly, the children who were just fighting will, more  
than likely, want to stay together.
 

2. Some children will consistently disrupt class in an attempt to get your attention.  Keep in 
mind these children are still changing emotionally, and this affects them socially. This is the 
time to show them love. Children follow instruction when you respond to them in a loving, 
yet strong manner. Once the children feel that you accept them, they will no longer feel they 
need to disrupt class to get your attention.  

3. Primaries learn in school that selfish behavior is no longer acceptable. Encourage them to 
share in your class. Teach compassion by: sharing stories which illustrate compassion, 
emphasizing missions, encouraging them to share, and rewarding correct behavior.

IV.  Spiritual Development

The goal of Sunday School is to produce a mature spiritual life. All other developmental 
areas in a child’s life are temporary, but the spiritual life determines a child’s course in this 
life and the next.

It is in these years that most children receive Christ as their personal savior. It is not 
impossible for children to receive Christ at an earlier age, but usually, this is the time when 
you will “reap” what has been “sown.” Primaries understand:

* The love of God toward them.
* Their sin nature.
* The price Christ paid for them.
* Their responsibility to God.

Primaries are beginning to wonder why things are the way they are. They are beginning to 
understand the awesome work of God in creation. Now, more than ever, they will want to 
ask spiritually-related questions. The way you answer them could make an eternal 
difference.  

V.  Concepts/Doctrines Primaries Can Understand.

A. Church

Primaries understand church is more than just a place they go on Sundays. They realize 
the importance of the lessons they learn in church.  It is difficult to teach about the Body 
of Christ, because there are no concrete examples of church in the Bible. But you can 
use stories to show the Church as a missionary society. These children are beginning to 
understand that they play a role in the function of the Church. The following stories 
illustrate the Church:

* Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8)
* The man healed of palsy (Acts 9)
* Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)



* Barabbas and Saul (Acts 13)
* Paul’s journeys (Acts 15, Acts 17, Acts 18, Acts 19, Acts 28)

B.  Prayer

1. Most children have been praying for years by the time they come to the primary 
department. But now, primaries are beginning to see how prayer fits into their daily 
lives. To primaries prayer is:

* Knowing they can talk to God.
* Knowing God hears them at all times of the day.
* Knowing God is always near.

2. The children understand the implications their actions have on themselves and other 
children. They understand the concepts of sin and forgiveness. This is what leads them to 
their faith in Christ. Assure them God always hears their prayers for forgiveness.

3. When children understand what prayer is, they will be more likely to pray daily.  
Many stories in the Bible show the pattern of prayer:

* Daniel in the lion’s den (Daniel 6)
* Job
* Jesus in the garden (Matthew 26)
* Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5)
* The Last Supper (Matthew 26)
* Jesus on the cross (Luke 23)

C. The Bible

1. The Bible is not just a book full of fantastic stories -- it is the book every Christian 
needs to learn to live by. Now that primaries can read, encourage them to:

* Read the Bible every day.
* Memorize Scripture.
* Read to the class.
* Read passages of Scripture during the week, and tell you about it on Sunday.

2. You don’t have to avoid all abstract words as long as you tie every abstract word to a 
concrete picture. Stories help children visualize what you are saying:

* Kindness = The Good Samaritan (Luke 10)
* Obedience = Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22)
* Courage = Crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 13)
* Obedience = Moses (Exodus 3 - 4)
* Faith = Job (Job)

D.  God



1. Even though primaries are still very concrete thinkers, they are beginning to 
understand that God can live in them. Use Bible stories which show God actually doing 
something. For example:

* Show how powerful God was when He created the world out of nothing at all 
(Genesis) instead of simply saying, “God is powerful.”

* Show how God provided for the children of Israel in the desert (Exodus) instead 
of saying, “God provides for His people.”

* Show how much God loved us when He sent Christ to die for us (Matthew) 
instead of simply saying “God loves His children.”

2. Rely on the stories of the Bible to convey God’s message.  The more the children hear 
the stories, the more they will understand who God is.  The more the children love God, 
the more they will want to serve Him.  That is the ultimate goal.

E. Jesus Christ

1. Once again, the best way for this age group to understand all we want them to know 
about Christ is to use concrete language and tie it to a story. The Bible is full of stories 
which show the love and kindness of Christ:

* The woman at the well (John 4)
* The healing of the nobleman’s son (John 4)
* The healing of the withered hand (Matthew 12)
* Jesus and the children (Matthew 19, Mark 10)

2. Be sure to put all stories into the realm of the children. Show them how they can apply 
these ideas to their own lives.

3. Their hearts are open to Him and the prompting of the Holy Spirit.  Teach as much as 
you like about Jesus:  who He is and what He has done for us.  

F. Salvation

1. Primaries are aware of what sin is and what it does. Don’t be afraid to teach present-
day examples of sin, as well as the examples in the Bible. Primary children do have the 
capability of understanding salvation. To win a primary child to the Lord, simply teach 
the salvation message, starting with the fall of man, and use Bible stories and concrete 
lessons. Some of the concepts these children are able to understand include:

* Jesus is the Son of God
* Jesus died to save us
* Jesus’ blood cleanses our sin
* Jesus gives us freedom from sin

2. It is not wise to pressure children to accept Christ. If a child accepts Christ purely 
from peer pressure, it will not be a heart-felt decision, and he will leave the primary class 
feeling unsure of the decision he has made. This doubt may turn into distrust for church 
and all it stands for. An eager teacher can sometimes do more harm than good. Of course 



you have an important message, and you are eager to see these children give their lives 
to the Lord. But be careful that your eagerness doesn’t take the place of the Holy Spirit. 
Pray the Lord will give you wisdom in this area. Show the children love, and teach the 
truths; believe the Holy Spirit will draw them to Him.



Lesson  4: Training the Harvesters: The Adventure of Life

A child between the ages of nine and eleven years is a junior.

Introduction:

Salvation is always our goal in teaching children. Once a child accepts Christ, we want her to 
learn how to live the Christian life. We want her to become an active, growing part of the church.  
But, most importantly, we want to teach her to bring others to the saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. We want to “make disciples.”

I.  Mental Development

A. Juniors are the most challenging to teach. They are changing and growing every day. 
Juniors have discovered LIFE, and they love it! You will find you don’t need to push these 
children to get on with the next step of the lesson. Juniors:

* Are self-motivated
* Won’t wait for instructions
* Generally have a high reading level
* Enjoy a challenge
* Enjoy a discussion

B. Juniors can understand abstract concepts. This is a good time to get them involved in 
“time travel.” They enjoy learning about the lands and people in the Bible. 

C. This age group is still full of energy. Keep variety in your lessons. Allow for time to 
move around.  
  
D. Memory for this age group is outstanding. Now is the time to encourage Scripture 
memorization. Make it a part of your lesson every week. The things they learn now will stay 
with them for the rest of their lives.
  
E. They are quiet and awkward at times. Be sensitive to these needs and avoid criticism at 
all costs. Encourage, praise, and love these children. Fairness is a key issue with this age. Be 
sure you are always fair in the way you deal with your children.
 
F. This age is very aware of what is right and wrong. But that does not mean they will 
always do the right thing. Don’t expect them to be more mature than they are. Do not excuse 
wrong behavior, but keep in mind all the factors which are now in play here: change, 
insecurity, the need for attention,  and the need for understanding.

II.  Physical Development

A. Participation is the key word!  



These children are full of energy just waiting to be used. If you don’t channel their 
energy into your lesson, they will find another way to use it.  

B. Physical development varies drastically in this age group.  

The girls will begin to grow and mature, but many of the boys will remain the same 
height and weight. Many of the girls will reach almost 90 percent of their adult height, 
and as much as 50 percent of their adult weight. The discomfort that accompanies these 
changes will be present also. Be sensitive to the junior’s needs.

III.  Social Development

This is the age where many friendships will form in your class. Group work will allow the 
children to have the social setting they crave and allow new friendships to form. Plan for 
ways to get everyone involved.

IV.  Spiritual Development

A. The Lord is becoming very real to juniors. Their ability to understand abstract thought    
enables them to connect Christ with real places and real things.  

  
B. Juniors like adventure. This love of action attracts them to things of the Bible. They find 

stories about real life missionaries very interesting. Use their interests to teach them 
about missionaries.

C. Juniors understand sin and its implications for their lives. But they may not understand 
why they continue to sin after they’ve accepted Christ. This is where you need to stress 
the unconditional, undying love of God for His children.  

D. Some children in your class will begin to wonder about the “will” of God for their lives.  

They begin to understand the part they play in bringing others to Christ. Stress the 
importance of sharing your faith with people around you.

V.    Concepts/Doctrines Suitable for Juniors.

A. Church

1. Juniors are beginning to see the Church in its broader sense. The Church now has a 
place in their lives and their community. They see the needs around them, and they know 
the Church can help those needs. These children are old enough to start participating in 
activities to help the community, like service to the elderly and collecting special 
offerings.

2. This is the time to open their eyes to the needs of other Christians. Juniors need to feel 
they are a part of the Church. They want to get involved and help. 



B. Prayer

1. Prayer is no longer taught by repetition. These children are beginning to pray personal 
prayers. Their prayers are less selfish than in the past. They are beginning to understand 
needs and pain in the world around them, and their prayers will reflect this knowledge. 
They will also have prayer requests that are very special to them. Be sure to treat each 
request with sensitivity and respect.

2. This is a good time to let one or more of your children lead the prayer time in your 
class. They understand that God hears and answers prayers.

3. When a prayer is not answered in the way the child thought it should be, take the time 
to assure him that God is in control of all things. This time is ideal for showing the 
wisdom and unfailing love of God for His children.  

C. Bible

1. Encourage the children to read their Bibles daily. Read the Bible in class, and use it in 
projects. These children will face many decisions and trials. Memorizing Scripture will 
prepare them for the situations they will face.  

2. Juniors understand the Word of God was given as a guide for the Christian. Use your 
lessons to show how everyday questions can be answered with the Bible. When children 
see how the Bible fits into their lives, they will begin to depend on God. Make your Bible 
lessons exciting. This age group is able to sit for longer than some, but it is important not 
to make studying the Bible a chore.

D. God

1. Juniors can understand:
* The awesome power and glory of God.
* The love of God for the individual.
* The forgiveness of God.

2. The forgiveness of God is very real to these children because they now understand all 
the implications of sin. The increasing comprehension of abstract thought helps juniors 
to understand the eternal presence of God. They can grasp “yesterday, today, and 
forever.” This changing child takes comfort in the presence of God.

E. Jesus Christ

1. Juniors are interested in the past.  



They want to learn about the life and the ministry of Christ. They associate Christ and 
the New Testament with real life. They comprehend that Christ is the Son of God, and 
He is also man. Stories which show Christ as servant as well as Lord are very important:

* The wedding at Cana (John 2)
* Jesus calms the storm (Matthew 8)
* Jesus feeds the crowd (Matthew 15)
* Jesus washes the disciples’ feet (John 13)

2. This is the time to be making disciples. These children have a strong desire to be 
Christ-like, so help them to understand what that entails.
 
3. Juniors understand their responsibility to Christ.  

They can comprehend that Christ suffered for our sins. They understand that Christ is 
Lord of all. They want to worship Christ with a whole, pure heart. Now is the time to 
teach worship.

F. Spiritual

Be careful how you approach the topic of the spiritual. This age group is very sensitive 
to these subjects. If these topics are not handled properly, the child may end up fearing 
the spiritual. Ghosts and spirits frighten children. When using terms such as “Holy 
Spirit,” be sure you clarify and explain what you mean. A learned misconception can 
take a long time to clear up.

G. Salvation

1. Salvation is very possible in this age group because of the depth of their 
understanding. They understand that sin can only be cleansed by faith in Christ. Through 
patient, consistent teaching, these children can be brought to the saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. Be careful, however, that you are not so eager to win a child to Christ that 
you pressure her into making a decision before she is ready. A true decision made in later 
years is better than a false decision made in Sunday School. Let the Holy Spirit lead 
your children into the arms of Christ.

2. This age group understands:

* Sin
* The penalty of sin
* The grace and mercy of God
* The price Christ paid
* Christ can free them from sin
* Christ can cleanse them from sin


