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May the joy of Christmas encourage you each day
“…All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing...” (Col. 1:6).

CHINA – A VAST FIELD

J

onathan and his team recently
traveled with Erik Burklin of
China Partners to meet with
church and seminary leaders.
The government of the People’s
Republic of China is officially
secular and atheist, but it
does permit personal religion or supervised
religious organization. It is
estimated
that out

of a population that approaches 1.5
billion people 3-4% are Christians.
The Christian church, both recognized and underground, is rapidly
growing and has created the need
for Bibles and the training of pastors. It was a special joy for our
team to observe the printing presses
that produce more than 6 million
copies of the Bible a year. The
meetings with church and seminary
leaders confirmed the need
for national leadership, but
also the need to provide
practical biblical materials
for training.

UKRAINE – REACHING OUT

I

n October we had International
Student Welcome Day in New
Hope Church. It was a great celebration with 160 people present.
We have been concentrating on
training cell leaders and starting new
cells for outreach. Today, we have
eight vibrant cells in key dormitory
complexes in Kharkov University.
One is a cell of Indian and
Malaysian girls who have the same
origin and native language. Another
cell group is for students from the
French-speaking African countries

and a third one is for students from
Tanzania, who speak Swahili.
We also started a home group for
Russian-speaking college girls and
a home group for Russian-speaking
women. Everything is ready for the
first meeting to start an outreach
ministry to Russian-speaking men.
This whole school year we will
be reaching out extensively. So far,
much effort has been invested into
creating the working structure of
the church – warm atmosphere,
inspiring worship services, chal-
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lenging training in communities.
But we haven’t given enough effort
to evangelism. Even though the
church is growing, we need to give
evangelism a boost, and the cell
groups are an effective means.
by Vitaly Sorokun
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CAMBODIA – A NEW AND NEEDY FIELD

I

n the late 1970s, the world
became aware of Cambodia when
the news media confirmed reports of
the mass killings of its citizens. The
“Killing Fields” documented that
nearly half the population was brutally killed by the extremist communist organization called the Khmer
Rouge. Vietnam invaded Cambodia
in 1979 and removed the Khmer
Rouge from power, and today the
present communist government is
more stable. The majority of

Cambodians have a Hindu background and only a small, though
growing, percentage are
Christians. The need for
training the house church
pastors is great. BMI
was invited by the
Evangelical Fellowship of
Cambodia to conduct a
Ministry Training Conference
in Phnom Penh. Dr. Minh Dang and
Joshua Ngyuen set up the three-day
conference and 140 pastors and

church leaders attended. Jonathan
and his team worked day and
night to train and encourage
these dear leaders. BMI
provided training materials for those in attendance, and Joshua will
conduct future miniconferences throughout
Cambodia using our Training
DVDs. It is a needy field, but please
pray it will be a harvest field of
precious souls for Christ.

NEPAL – DIFFICULTIES AND HOPE

I

have been privileged to teach
BMI materials to pastors and
leaders in this part of the world.
One benefit is that I have equipped
myself further while teaching the
lessons. The second is that other
leaders are being trained for ministry
with helpful Biblical principles.
Everyone in the conference says this
is what the church needs today:
practical Biblical principles.
BMI’s teaching materials are
now highly in demand by the local
churches’ pastors and leaders. We
are conducting training in partnership with NCFN (National Churches
Fellowship of Nepal) in Katmandu
and Sarlahi (eastern Nepal). Last
January, we trained 15 qualified
teachers with the BMI practical
ministry materials, some of whom

are now teaching in these training
sessions. All local church leaders
now realize that BMI materials are
significantly helpful in terms of
church growth. I have been teaching
in the Katmandu training group and
there are 23 pastors/leaders under-

going the training program from 11
different house fellowships. In
Sarlahi, we have two trained teachers who are using BMI materials.
Thank you all for your prayers
for Nepal. We have truly seen the

hand of our Almighty God at work
in a most wonderful and amazing
way. We serve a faithful God who
reminds us that He hears the cry of
the poor and oppressed.
In May, we witnessed a historical
and momentous decision that saw
the birth of a new era in Nepal and a
change from a Hindu kingdom to a
secular state. What are the implications for the church of Nepal?
1. The church will no longer be
seen as an underground church.
2. The voice of the church can
be openly presented to the State.
3. The restrictions placed upon
the church and para-church organizations should be removed.
4. Social and legal recognition
of all Christians and the church.
by Sonam Kabo

A PERSONAL WORD

T

his summer was a challenging
journey of surgery and
recovery. One of my heart valves
was replaced and another heart
valve and the ascending aorta were
repaired. Recovery had some complications, but today my heart is

staying in rhythm and my strength
has returned. I have been able to
preach and fulfill assignments. I am
encouraged that the Lord has
enabled me to continue in ministry.
My heart overflows with thankfulness. God has been so real, and the

presence of the Holy Spirit has
given me daily strength for the
journey. I am grateful for the
prayers, cards and the kind notes
that have refreshed the spirits of
Sue and me.
by David Burnham

Thank you for your prayers and gifts that enable us to support our Ministry Centers,
develop training resources and continue our preaching and teaching ministry.

